
Offer of screen 

Patient Pathway: Screening for Communicable Diseases in Pregnancy

Screening to occur as early as possible during 
pregnancy, but can be done at any time, as soon 
as a woman arrives for care

Provide and discuss screening information, give ‘your guide to 
screening tests during pregnancy’ leaflet ideally 48 hours in 

advance of testing 
www.healthscotland.com/pregnancynewborn

#Known HIV statusWoman accepts screening
Woman declines screening for 

one or more of the tests

record 
accept/

decline in 
SWHMR & 
inform GP

It is good practice to offer the 
woman another opportunity for 

screening (around 28 – 32 
weeks gestation) and also 

provide repeat testing if 
requested

Sample taken and sent to 
lab clearly stating that it is 

an antenatal screening 
sample and indicating which 
tests have been accepted/

declined. 
If it is a repeat sample it 

should state the reason for 
retesting

#Receipt of 
screening result 

No result 
available/

unsuitable sample 
inconclusive result

Positive result 
confirmed 

HIV, Hep B and 
Syphilis

Negative result(s)
Inform woman as 

per local 
protocols*

record results in 
SWHMR & 
inform GP

# It is the responsibility of the maternity service to have clear processes in place to ensure a result is received for each 
specimen sent, and that confirmation is received of prior diagnosis. These processes should detail who to contact within 
the laboratory service if no result is received/confirmed.

*If the woman has disclosed ongoing risk factors it is best practice for the Health professional to offer repeat testing 
around 28-32 weeks gestation. Advice about risk of acquisition and avoidance of infection should be provided to women 
receiving negative test results. Information should also be provided on the availability of testing on request should the 
woman consider herself to be at risk at any point in the pregnancy. 

Women with positive 
screening test results 

should be contacted within 
5 working days of the 

result being made 
available to maternity 
services: to make an 

urgent appt to discuss the 
results and confirmatory 

testing.

record test not 
required -prior 

diagnosis in SWHMR 
and document 

diagnostic result

Referral to appropriate multi 
disciplinary clinical specialist team 

for assessment and future 
management


